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Ed Kingsley 


RAM blings 


I'd like to "Officially" welcome 


everyone to Year Five of NESQLUG. 
I say "Officially", because I've 
now been duly sworn in as Editor. 
Being the only one to leave the 
room during the election process, 
definitely has its drawbacks. 


I look ahead to the next 8 months 
with somewhat mixed emotions. It 


is clearly a time of change in the 


QL community. I almost wrote, "in 


the QL World", but that is a large 
part of the change I'm takling about. 


Miracle In Newport 2 
Markup .......... dee eeee 
From The Director 

Super Gold Card 

ED Drives 


Going OnLine, Part 1 
"QUANTA ' 

Meeting Notes - Jul 
Meeting Notes - Aug 
Next Meeting. 


"QL World" the magazine, is gone now, 


but ‘QL, the Community', in some still evolving form, endures and moves on. 


Are the recent hardware and software breakthroughs just nothing more than 

the last sparks of a dying ember? Will they prolong the life of the patient 
by a few months or a few more years or will they, and subsequent innovative 
new offerings, infuse the QL Community with a new vitality and inspiration? 


~ Probably all, 


or then again, perhaps none of the above, what do I know? 


Looking at our Membership List, I note several names that resonate. I have 
seen their byline in 'IQLR' and 'Update Magazine'. To them, and to all of 

our members, I extend the following invitation. Please, (please) send me an 
article. I would be the happiest Editor in North America if I actually had 
more articles than I could print in a single Issue. I could have a "Coming 
Next Month" column. I could cut WAY back on my Prozac (and pass the savings 
on to you). And I KNOW this noise in my head would get much quieter. <9 


("he's resting peacefully now" ... ed's mom, "but DO send him an article") 


I would be delighted to be able to publish an 18 page (or larger) News- 
letter, every Issue, but I need your help. The half dozen people who have 
written pretty much 95% of the Newsletter for the past four years are, 
understandably, eagerly willing to let others speak. If each of our members 
wrote just ONE ARTICLE, of between 1 and 3 pages in length, I would have a 
whole years worth of material! Each one of us DOES have an article in him 
or her. It need not be technical. A personal glimpse is always interesting 
to everyone and, if it gets too personal, you may of course, use a nom de 
plume. JUST WRITE A *$*!%&+@ ARTICLE! !!!! Won't you, please? 


I mentioned, last Issue, the joys of a fauity Drive ‘eating' a half dozen 
of my disks just prior to deadline. I am pleased to report that, in order 
to better cope with my new duties, I have acquired a Gold Card, and I have 
been, if you believe in reincarnation, reborn as a far more evolved being. 
Obviously, I still can't write a simple sentence, but I can run-on much, 
much longer and definitely far more rapidly than I could before. Thank you. 


The long rumored and eagerly awaited "Graphics Card" from the clever folks 
(Stuart Honeyball) at Miracle Systems Ltd., will soon become a reality 
(pre_Xmas), or so the new rumor goes. It is alleged to support 'SVGA'. How 
much RAM, how many colors and what other goodies are onboard is unclear. 

Stay tuned, have faith, and write that article while you're waiting. F 
A tourist arrives at a bus stop, after midnite, and asks a drunk hanging on 

a nearby lamp post, "Crosstown buses run all night?" The drunk looks up and 
sings, "Doo dah, doo dah!". I have a feeling the next eight months are 

going to be a lot like that ... somehow. 


SAVE THAT CVIRTUAL) SCREEN 


I learned the other day about a "Screensaver" program that displays an 
‘Aquarium’ on your screen. You get to pick the kinds of fish, plants and 
the bubbling clutter that you want in your ‘Virtual Fish Tank', but here's 
the interesting part - if you don't ‘change the water’ AND ‘feed the fish’ 
regularly, they "die"! Wow, just what we needed, more responsibility. 


How about a ‘Virtual Fireplace’ screensaver. Very cozy! To start it, you 
have to spend at least a half an hour trying to get the fire going. Then, 
you have to remember to throw new 'logs' on the fire every forty five 
minutes or the fire goes out and your computer locks up! If you don't open 
the 'Virtual Flue', smoke comes out of the Disk Drive and, if you forget to 
close the ‘Virtual Spark Arrestor', the monitor screen gets all sooty or 
your keyboard catches on fire. 


(Just a thought, but hey, cut me in on the royalties ... ed) 


MIRACLE IN NEWPORT 1994 


Hugh Howie 


If you were looking forward to the Miracle in Newport in 1994, you are 
too late, it is all over and everyone has gone back home - looking for- 
ward to next year I would imagine. 


On May 12th, I left Ontario at such an unearthly hour the roosters were 
still asleep, headed East through the mountains and the rain, at first a 
deluge then a steady downpour for hour after hour and mile after mile and 
road repair after road repair, not to mention the inevitable Toll Booths, 
until as I approached Newport, the rain went off. 


As I stepped out of the car at the motel, ten hours and 600 miles after I 
set out, I was met with a cool Atlantic breeze delicately scented with 
the odor of the water treatment plant across the way. But I was there, I 
was in Newport, Rhode Island, I could stop driving and relax. I was ready 
for what was to come on the morrow. 


Friday May 13th. 

As the day wore on, I began to see old acquaintances put in an appear- 
ance, the LaVernes from Oak Ridge in Tennessee (1000 miles), Jim Hunkins 
who flew in from California, (the other side of the continent), and Paul 
Holmgren from Indianna, (1000 miles?) accompanied by Tim Swenson of QL 
Hackers Journal fame. We all got together in my little room for a general 
chat sharing travelling experiences and other things, and shortly the 
organiser of the whole affair, Bob Dyl of IQLR (coupla miles) dropped in 
to inform us he had arranged that we repair to a steakhouse for supper. 
At this time Stuart Honeyball was downtown browsing. 


Frank Davis and his wife Carol arrived late in the day. They had come by 
what was called the "scenic" route, (1000 mile plus scenic!) and had 
forgotten that "scenic" meant "slow". 


Peter Hale arrived late in the evening, he had problems getting out of 
Boston at that time of day. When he did arrive, we had pizza brought in 
and whoever was there was invited to join in. 


John Impellizzeri and Don Walterman arrived from Michigan in the evening, 
(800 miles), so another welcoming was held, after which we sort of re- 
paired in dribs and drabs to a place called Crickets, which is well known 
for its cheer and hospitality and smoke and din. So to bed. 


Saturday the 14th day of May, the GREAT DAY, dawned with a clear blue sky 
and just a trace of chill in the air. (Don't forget the wafted scented 
aroma!) 


The main meeting was held in the Howard Johnson Motel, and on entering we 
were greeted with the out-stretched arm of Parker Lewis saying, "cross my 
hand with silver", or the appropriate paper/coinage. Thus did, we could 
enter the Hallowed Halls of QL Eminence. 


On entering the room, I was met with a number of people all smiling and 
milling around and clutching wallets and whatever else they could place 
their hands on. I was late in entering, as I like to make the grand 
entrance, (and with my bulk it is not difficult) 


Now who was there? There were most of those I have mentioned already. 
Also, in quick order, Joyce Blaho, Mike Jonas, Gary Norton, and Ed 
Kingsley, all members of NESQLUG, (as also is Peter Hale who was instru- 
nenta in the formation of that club). Tom Robbins, Ken Lang and on and 
on and on. 


Later in the day, when the hub-bub of buying and selling was on the wane, 
was the time for Stuart Honeyball of Miracle Systems to start his speil 
on the Super Gold Card. I guess the problem of bringing into the country, 
an unknown quantity of saleable merchandise was going to be a bit of a 
problem, so he was only taking orders, the goods to be shipped when he 
returns to the UK. Perhaps not the best solution, but probably the most 
practicable under the circumstances. I know that when I entered the 
States on my way over to Newport, I was questioned very strongly by the 
border guard about my computer, particularly if any of it was to be sold 
e USA, and only the strongest assurances I could give was accept- 
able. 


Anyway, Stuart gave a concise and very descriptive talk and demo on how 
good this new Super Gold Card really is. I don't know how many were 
ordered, but Stuart appeared to be happy. One thing that is very nice 
about the Super Gold Card is that Miracle have incorporated a parallel 
printer interface into it, also the extra memory. 


Al Boem, a leading light in NESQLUG, gave a very enlightening lecture on 
the portrayal of Cloud Formations, which is his profession. Very Interest- 
ing. (Now how can a portrayal of cloud formations be enlightening, clouds 
make for dull weather) No-how, Al knows what he is talking about, (he 
should, he gets paid for it) and his demo was really "enlightening." 


Bill Cable gave a very impressive demo on his business program 'QLERK'. I~ 
had previously written a sort of overview of this program, and since that 
report, he has added a lot of enhancements to the program. Bill has added 
an unusual touch to the marketing of this program in that you buy the 
TUTORIAL DISK for $15, which contains a six page manual to get you start- 
ed, and if you like what the program does for you, you send him another 
$29 for the 130+ page manual that will tell you how to get the most out 
of your TUTORIAL DISK. In other words, for $15 you get the lot! but it 
costs you another $29 to find out how to use "the lot". If you are smart 
enough and have enough time, you can learn to use "the lot" on your own, 
but if you want to go that way, then "be my guest". The manual is worth 
the little extra it costs. Wonderful marketing idea, as the program is 
really meant to run a small business and/or your home finances, with 
great detail. 


Bob Gilder was there with his Digitiser and gave a very impressive demon- 
stration, showing pictures taken from various sources. You can even use 
it for pictures from your own VCR if desired. I am not sure, but I think 
you may have to have a special monitor for greatest value from the unit. 
Perhaps I am wrong. So much going on it was difficult to take it all in. 


John Impellizzeri and his partner, Don Walterman, had a complete BBS 

system running between two QL's. They are the operators of 'QBOX-USA’, a 

new Detroit area BBS that is free to all QL'ers, just the cost of a phone 
call to Detroit. The BBS is operated entirely on the QL. ‘QBOX-USA' is in 
contact with Tony Firshman's QBBS in England and thus all of Europe. wW 


Of course, ‘Mechanical Affinity' were strongly represented with Paul l 
Holmgren, and Frank & Carol Davis. They have taken on a few more lines 
this year and are probably the most aggressive purveyors of things QL in 
North America. 


I was hoping to get a Magnavox RGB monitor from him but he had none left, 
I even tried to buy his Sinclair monitor, but he would not sell it! He is 
hoping to get more of both, but is not sure if he can do so. I guess that 
is why he would not part with the one he had. 


At breakfast one morning, Paul showed me a little black box with a little 
button on it, and when this button is pressed, the unit emits a signal 
that makes any nearby fuzz buster think it is entering a radar trap. That 
shouid create confusion with speeders. No, he was NOT selling them. 


Carol sold a few subscriptions for 'UPDATE', and 'Mechanical Affinity' 
were also representing Dilwyn Jones, who intended to come, but whose 
employer the, Big Bad Corporation (MY words for the BBC - British 
Broadcasting Corporation), could not let him have the extra few days off. 
Dilwyn is an engineer (make that high up) for the Western (Welsh) region 
of that broadcasting conglomerate. 


NESQLUG were on the floor, with a very dramatic young man by the name of 
Eric Norton, (gosh, I hope I got that right) anyway, this young fellow 
was making like the proverbial fair-ground barker with his come-on 
chatter. Well done young feller! 


NESQLUG had a meeting over the lunch table (joined by Stuart Honeyball 
- ed) where the usual club topics were discussed. I was unable to 
- attend as I had promised to be somewhere else at that particular time. 


Of course I must not forget to say that Bob Dyl was there doing his best 
to sell ‘IQLR', the magazine which is the sponsor of the whole thing. 
Bob, being the organiser of the affair, was all over the place setting 
things up and making sure all were comfortable and well taken care of and 
all needs supplied. 


It was regretted by many that Bill Richardson had had to cancel out at 
short notice. I guess his change of location may have had something to do 
with that. Tony Firshman was also absent this year. Dilwyn Jones was 
sadly missed. If there was one common regret it had to be his absence. So 
many had looked forward to meeting him. Perhaps another year? 


The day before I left home to go to Newport, I received a letter asking 
for (copies of) a couple of articles from "QL World" and "QL User" (now 
that is going back), and I managed to pick one of them up, so someone is 
going to be happy. 


In talking with Bob Dyl, he mentioned that in 1995, the convention might 
be held in the Detroit area, thus drawing on a larger area for those 
wishing to attend. Newport being at the extreme East of the continent, 
all have to travel considerable distances to get there. 


Saturday night will be a night to remember. Many of us assembled for 
_ dinner at one of the restaurants on the beach where we had a pleasant 
meal. 


It was intended that everyone pay their own way for meal and refreshment, 
but at the end of the evening, the tab was presented as one. Took the 
restaraunt close to an hour to sort out the individual tabs. No matter, 
we had a good meal in pleasant company. The extra time was well spent in 
chat. But we really were tired after a long, exciting day. 


Sunday, May 15th, dawned once again blue sky and cool wind, but that was WwW, 
no matter, as that was the morning Bob was to have a ‘hospitality room' 

in the Motel. Free coffee and donuts. Plenty of both. Plenty of folks. 

Plenty of good fellowship. 


How many attended? a couple or three dozen or so. Not bad for the QL 
alone, the distances involved, and the fact there was none came from the 
East other than Europe. You see, all dwellers to the east of Rhode Island 
use a different kind of computer, they call it fish radar. It is an under 
water version. Only fish know how to use it. Especially dolphins. 


Some had gone home, (people — not fish), others preparing to do so, among 
them myself, so I left about 11 AM, as I had that long way to go, and 
yes, you might know it, as soon as I left Rhode Island it started to 
rain. And it rained and rained, and the wind blew, and by the time I got 
to Utica, New York, I had had enough and called it a day, the journey to 
be completed the next day, in rain of course, with the wind blowing so 
strong that, as the old Nova Scotia fisherman would have said, "It took 
two men to hold one mans hair down". 


I have mentioned many names, and I have also forgotten many with whom I 
had contact. So many bodies all milling around, Peeking and Poking here 
and there at all the goodies on display. I had ny little pocket recorder 
with me, but with all the excitement and noise of people talking and 
scuffling about, I am unable to read many of my own comments. Woe is me! 


Just think of Jim Hunkins who travelled 4000 (+/-) miles just to be ena 
there. Of the many who travelled 1000 miles, don't forget poor old Bob 

Dyl who only travelled a couple of miles. Just think of the anticipation 

of "going somewhere” that poor old Bob missed. 


Did I enjoy myself? you bet I did. Were all the other visitors happy? 
From what I saw and heard I would say that all had a good time, and went 
home in a happy state of mind with many fond remembrances of people met 
and topics discussed, knowledge imparted, and knowledge gained, new 
friends made, and old ones reestablished. 


What a wonderful thing a convention can be. 


MARKUP - A Wholesale Pricing Program 
Stephen Ostrander 


Steve Ostrander of Poughkeepsie, NY, wrote and said that he enjoyed the 
Newsletter, a least in part, because it wasn't just reviews of hard and 
software that he wasn't particularly interested in. He said he especially 
liked the supposition by Harold Jones that there was a "secret journal" 
that explained everything about the QL. Steve shares the suspicion, too 
Harold, I think maybe you've hit on something here. I'd sure love to pick 
up a bunch of back issues if someone out there has some for sale. 


Steve wanted to make a contribution to the Newsletter and sent along this 
program. He is in business in NY, and he runs his business with a QL. He 
publishes pricing guides for his salespeople covering the range of whole- 
sale markups that they work with, in this case 1.667x, 1.8x and 2x cost. 


His program sends output directly to the printer. I'm not sure what type 
of printer Steve uses, but lines 4 thru 7 put the printer into condensed 
mode @ 88 lines per page. You may need to revise these codes to suit your 
own printer. Below is a truncated facimile of the program's output (each 
column actually has 70 rows) reflecting costs ranging from $20 to $229. 


MARKUP 
cost 1.667 1.8 2.0 cost 1.667 1.8 2.0 cost 1.667 1.8 2.0 
20 33 36 40 90 150 162 180 160 266 288 320 
21 35 37 42 91 151 163 182 161 268 289 322 
22 36 39 44 92 153 165 184 162 270 291 324 
23 38 41 46 93 155 167 186 163 271 293 326 
1 REMark MARKUP_bas - A Program by Steve Ostrander - 7/10/94 


2 REMark This program is designed to provide a single sheet printout of 
210 different costs & their corresponding markups - 70 entries in the 
left column, 70 in the middle and 70 in the right. It uses condensed 
printing, so the right column must be designed to overcome the (my) 
computer's instructions with respect to margins. See lines 9 and 12. 


3 OPEN #3, ser 

4 PRINT #3, CHR$(27);"0"; : REMark ... a line feed of 1/8 inch 

S PRINT #3, CHR$(15); : REMark ... condensed character mode 

6 PRINT #3, CHR$(27);"1";CHR$(0); : REMark ... set left Margin at '0' 

7 PRINT #3, CHR$(27);"Q";CHR$(120);: REMark ... set right margin at '70' 

8 PRINT #3,,,,.55" MARKUP"\\ 

9 PRINT #3, "cost", "1.667", "1.8", "2.0",,"cost","1.667","1.8","2.0" & 

" cost" & " 1.667" & " 1.8" & " 2.0"\\ 

10 FOR i = 20 TO 89 

11 REMark - i's range must be a span of 70 numbers, else change line 12 

12 PRINT #3, i, INT(1.667 * i), INT(1.8 * i),INT(2 * i),,i + 70,INT(1.667 
* (i + 70)),INT(1.8 * (i + 70)),INT(2 * (i + 70)) & " " 
& (i + 140) & " " & INT(1.667 * (i + 140)) & " " & INT(1.8 * 
(i + 140)) & " " & INT(2 * ( i + 140)) 

13 NEXT i 


14 END FOR i: CLOSE #3 


Thanks Steve and welcome back. 


DIRECTIONS FROM THE DIRECTOR 


Al Boehm 


You could feel it in the air. The feeling of anticipation when the QL 
first came out. It was there for several years, but then started to taper 
off. Now it's BACK! 


New QL related items - the 'QXL', the 'Super Gold Card’, and the 
upcomming Graphics Card - have started a whole new era. And you, as 
members of NESQLUG, are right in the heart of it. 


New software products are really quite advanced and cost much less than 
equivalent products for the IBM PC or Mac computers. If your rich third 
cousin died and left you a mint, this may be of little concern. For me, 
it means I can buy two or three software packages instead of one. 


Plus, we have Libraries of free or very low cost software that is 

= abundant, versatle, and easy to obtain. Check out the article on ‘QUANTA’ 
elsewhere in this news letter. We have our own NESQLUG Library and Bob 
Dyl has announced an 'IQLR' Library. You can also obtain some goodies 
from the Bulletin Board, QBOX-USA (810) 256-9878, via a modem. 


(see Going Online, Part 1, this issue ... ed) 


The latest issue of 'International QL Report' has 70 informative pages, 
with no less than six articles by NESQLUGer's - Ed Kingsley, Gary Norton, 
Mel LaVerne, and Al Boehm, not even counting editor Bob Dyle who is also 
a NESQLUGer! 


My cloud climatology program, 'PCLOUDS', has finaly been approved for 
Public Release. ‘PCLOUDS’ is a state-of-the-art climatolgy program pro~ 
viding global cloud statistics with maps, histograms, and graphs. About 
four years ago, NASA paid $10,000 for just a sub-set of the statistics 
that 'PCLOUDS' can provide. (see NEXT MEETING ... ed) 


The number of NESQLUG members is up, well over 30. Also, partly due to 
the enthusiasm we displayed at the "Mircacle In Newport" meeting, our 
international reputation has never been higher. 


One of the few improvements I would like to see is a fuller participation 
of those NESQLUGer's that live too far away from the Boston area to 
attend meetings. Of course, we welcome your articles for our Newsletter. 
If you aren't technically inclined, "How I have my QL set up” or "What my 
QL is used for", are always areas of interest to everyone. But, beyond 
the Newsletter, I think there are ways we can help each other. Drop me a 
line if you have a good idea. 


(Nah, just send me an article! < kidding Al, just kidding > ... ed) 


MY IMPRESSIONS OF THE SUPER GOLD CARD 
Gary Norton 


I've had my 32-bit, 68020 powered Super Gold Card for a few weeks now and 
would like to offer some impressions. The first thing you notice is SPEED! 


At work, I have a 486 DX/33 computer. Over the years I had progressed from 
a Zenith Z-100 computer (comparable to an early PC) to a Zenith AT clone 
to a 386, and finally to the 486. Whenever the upgrade came, I was always 
grateful for the speed it provided. At home, the QL was about equivalent 
in speed to the Z-100 and, in the beginning, I was quite satisfied with 
its performance. However, as my computers at work were upgraded, as far as 


speed was concerned I really felt my QL was being left behind in the dust. ~ 


Now, with the Super Gold Card (SGC from now on), I feel I'm giving up per- 
formance when I'm at work using the 486, running Windows. The SGC has an 
operating speed of 24 Mhz and gives faster boot-ups, disk access, and 
tremendous performance. The only thing I miss now is the SVGA display of 

7™ny 486. The QL's screen looks fuzzy in comparison. Maybe when I'm over the 
shock of the price of the SGC, Miracle Systems will have brought out the 
much touted Graphics Card. 


As fast as the SGC is, however, at the last NESQLUG meeting, it couldn't 
keep up with the QXL card in some comparisons, so if you must have an 
MS-DOS PC, make sure you have the QXL card working in it. 


When I first started using the SGC, I was less than pleased that I had to 
activate the Toolkit II manually, having gotten used to using a ROM TK2. I 
was very pleased to discover the Autoboot command. Autoboot, as the name 
would imply, boots the computer automatically. When the QL is turned on or 
reset, it automatically selects F1 (or F2 if that 'is what you prefer), 
activates TK2, and boots from the selected drive. So, in order to start an 
application, put a bootable disk in Flp(n)_ or a cartridge in Mdv(n)_ and 
turn on the computer or Reset it. For those with a hard drive, I'm sure it 
will automatically boot from Win(n)_ or a DIRectory within the hard drive. 
Pretty easy, huh? 


Another feature unique to the SGC is a true Parallel port, built-in. 

Miracles Systems also throws in a parallel cable as part of the SGC's 

price. I have a finicky backup printer with both a serial port and a 

parallel port, so I got the opportunity to give the parallel port a try. 

Works great! For those so inclined, you're now able to have two printers 

connected to your QL. I'm wondering if you could rig two multi-tasked jobs 
— to print to a parallel printer and a serial printer simultaneously??? 


Unlike the original Gold Card, the SGC has (2) disk drive ports. You're 
now allowed to have four drives attached. I'd like to see a PC do that. 


I like the ability to be able to have a built-in screen dump. This was 
also offered on the Gold Card, but is new to me. I've used other screen 
dump software, but none works as well as the SDP_ commands in the Gold 
Card's TK2. 


The SCG comes with (4) MB of RAM memory. To fully appreciate the amount of 
memory there is, I filled a full ‘XCHANGE’, Abacus spreadsheet with eleven 
digits per cell. With all the cells filled, over 1.5 MB still remained! 


I also took a Quill File and copied the text (unbelievably fast) until the 
memory ran out. The text was on the 178th page when it ran out. You can 
almost hold a novel in memory. 


To get an idea of the speed increase, I ran 'PIC_PLANTLIFE_Bas' from 
NESQLUG's Library Disk #1. Anyone who has run this program knows it takes 
at least 20-25 minutes. With the SGC it ran through the entire growth in 
about a minute. Then, there's a Mandelbrot program in the 'QUANTA' soft- 
ware Library. It takes 'forever' (a very scientific measurement) on a 
standard QL. With each Line taking many seconds, I don't think I ever ran 
it long enough to complete. The SGC completes the program in only 3 or so 
minutes. Similar speed-ups are obvious in most programs. Try some games at 
‘this speed. Obviously, my tests were informal. For more scientific ones, 
wait for the articles sure to show up in 'IQLR' or ‘QUANTA’ magazines. 


There are two additional ways to further increase performance. The Super 
Gold Card command CACHE _ON, speeds things up slightly, but cannot be used 
with programs that are self-modifying. The SGC command SCR2DIS, disables 


the QL's second screen, which speeds up the screen refreshing. 


Finally, the Super Gold Card even comes with an input into which you can 
plug an optional external SV Switch Mode Power Supply if you want to. 


The accompanying Manual comes in three sections. Part 1, is an (8) page 
Super Gold Card Supplement. Part 2, is a (9) page Gold Card Supplement 
_which is also pertinent to the Super Gold Card. Part 3, is the Toolkit II 
Manual. It is (68) pages, covering all the commands in this latest version 
of the toolkit. Except for the few commands unique to the SGC, EXTRAS will 
return the same commands on either the SGC or the Gold Card. . 


(see Al Boehm's review of the Manual in the last Issue ... ed) 


Is the SGC worth it? Absolutely! With the advantages QDOS and SuperBasic 
provide, I don't think you can get a better computer value. A PC with a 
'QXL' card offers even greater performance and up to 8 MB memory. The 
screen in EGA mode is also most impressive. However, you have to purchase 
a PC as well as the QXL before you have a system. With the new software 
being offered, much of it taking advantage of the Gold Card capability as 
well as Miracle Systems' promised upgrades, the QL should be the computer 
of choice for some time to come! 


USING MY ED DISK DRIVES 
Gary Norton 

S 
When the Miracle in Newport II was announced, I decided to go all out and 
upgrade my QL system. Part of my rationale was to be able to use an MS-DOS 
emulator allowing me to bring work home from the office. In the past, this 
was a painful endeavor. It was very cumbersome making ASCII Files and then 
transferring them to/from QDOS format. 


After the Super Gold Card became available, I reasoned that by running 
Digital Precision's ' CONQUEROR SE' and having the ED Disk as a pseudo hard 
drive, I'd be in business, especially since I already owned copies of 
MS-DOS versions of a Word Processor and a Spreadsheet (my two most often 
used program types). 


Back to the original point of this article. As you probably know, Miracle 
Systems didn't have any Super Gold Cards on hand to sell at Newport. While 
waiting for mine, I ordered the ED Disk Drive, a case for this and another 
drive I have on hand (another plus for the Super Gold Card is the handling 
of four drives), and a box of ED Disks. I don't know if you know how hard 
it is getting ED Disks at a reasonable price. I found a mail order house 
that sells them shipped for about $25.00 a box, but I had over a month 
wait while they were back ordered. 


When all the parts of my system upgrade finally arrived, I had everything 
except the ED Disks. Eager to try everything out, I put one of my 3 1/2 

inch disks into the ED Drive and tried to get a DIRectory. Nothing! Every-. 
thing seemed to be connected correctly, but I was a little frustrated. I .L 
hate it when something doesn't work the first time. 
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I remembered that in one of the QL publications, there was an article 
about problems with getting ED Drives working. I looked back through my 
issues of ‘Update Magazine’ and 'IQLR’. In the April 1992, issue of 
‘Update’ and the Vol. 1, Number 6 issue of 'IQLR', I found Dick Taylor's 

-~article, "JUMPER SETTINGS FOR THE 3.2 MEG DRIVE". The Drives he wrote 
about were the same as the one I have. The article gave a very good 
explanation of the problem, with his trials and tribulations of getting 
the drives to work, and the fix, including diagrams even I could follow. 
His fix allowed him to read 720K and 1440K formatted disks as well as 
formatting to 3.2 Meg on ED Disks. 


Before making the jumper changes Dick suggested, I threw in a 2S DD disk 
and formatted. Lo and behold, when formatting was complete, it showed 6400 
/ 6400. I decided holding off changing the jumper settings. It appeared I 
had access to ED capacity at 2S DD prices. I really don't need this drive 
to read 720K disks anyway, since I have a 720K 3 1/2 inch drive at FLP_4. 


When I mentioned this at the July NESQLUG meeting, I was warned that I was 
asking for trouble with disk failure. Since then, my box of ED Disks has 
arrived, but I decided not to reset the jumpers anyway. I like the idea of 
$5.00 boxes of ED capacity disks, and with 10 ED Disks, I will use those 
for the important things, and my pseudo ED Disks for things that I have 
backed-up copies of. I've only had this set up for a short time now, but 
I've been putting the 2S DD disks through their paces without any prob- 
lems. I'm getting a sense (false?) of security in using these disks. I am 
not aware of the specification differences between the 2S DD disks and the 
ED Disks, especially warranting the 5 times price difference. 


If these disks start a crash-and-burn syndrome, I'll rethink what I'm 

— doing. In the meantime, I'll be saving about $2.00 a disk. Also, I failed 
to mention that with the jumper settings set as received, the drive will 
read High Density disks as well. I haven't attempted to write to a High 
Density disk, so don't know if it will. 


If anyone has any longer term experience than mine with what I'm doing 
with the ED's, I'd like to hear what I'm in for. 


GOING ONLINE, PART 1 ~ Gathering The Pieces 
Bill Cable 


This is the start of a series of articles that are designed to help 
anyone go ‘online' with their QL. This means to use the phone line to 
communicate with another, remote computer ( a Bulletin Board). 


At this point, I am a beginner myself so all the problems I encounter 

and report on should make it easier for you. Don't you hate it when you 
attempt to do something by following the advice of an experienced person 
who can no longer remember what it is like to be a beginner? Often you 
can't get past the first step of their instructions. Not so here. You can 
stumble along with me. Experienced ‘online people’, please feel free to 
pass along helpful advice or correct me. How long is this series going to 
be? As long as it takes for me to become somewhat competent going online. 
Maybe (3) parts or maybe (20) (our editor just fainted). 


(au contraire, Guillaume, I will thoroughly savor every morsel ... ed) 


11 


I believe the survival of our group, in large part, depends upon many of 

us going Online. I hope that within a year NESQLUG can even bring up its 

own Bulletin Board. As one of the most viable QL groups in North America, 
we should have one. From what I understand at this point, the QL can hold 
its own against PC's in this fast growing area of personal computing, so 

what are we waiting for? 


What does it take to go online? 


1. A QL SYSTEM. I hear a bare bones system will work, but I will 
investigate what a minimum system consists of as we go along. I assume 
you all have one of these. 


2. A MODEM. This is a device that is connected between your QL and the 
phone line. It takes the binary bits (characters) generated by your QL 
and converts them into sounds that are sent over the phone line to a 
MODEM at the other end. Conversely, it takes the sounds coming in from 
that MODEM, converts them to bits (characters), and sends them to your 
QL. Usually, it connects to Serial port #2, and has a socket for a 
modular phone plug. As a beginner, you may have to purchase one of these. 


I am going to delay giving specific advice on this since I am having 
trouble with a cheap MODEM I purchased and don't want to recommend it 
until I figure out the problem. MODEMs are available from many places. 
They have a range of speeds they work at called a Baud Rate. In the old 
days, 300 Baud was common and most will still work at this slow speed, 
but now 1200 Baud or even 2400 Baud is considered minimum. The faster the 
Baud rate, the less phone connect time, which means lower cost to you. 


My general recommendation is to buy a cheap MODEM that will work at 1200 
Baud to gain experience with, then go on to a faster one. Having a fast 
one increases the chances for communication errors and, as beginners, we 
want to have as few places for problems as possible. I hope by next time 
to have one or more recommendations. Experienced ‘Online People’ who have 
found bargains, please pass this information on to me. Although used 
MODEMs are cheap, they require the next item to connect to the QL and 
this can be a real stumbling block. 


~~ 


3. A SERIAL CABLE. This cable connects your QL Serial #2 port to the 
MODEM. The Serial #2 port is a 9 pin socket and the port on the MODEM may 
be a 9 pin or a 25 pin socket. It is an art form to figure out the cross 
connections here, and it is easiest if you follow someone else's advice. 
I will have more to say about this next time. The male connectors and 
wire can be purchased at Radio Shack or any electronic supply store. 


4. A PHONE CABLE. This is a standard phone cable with a modular 
connector on each end. One end plugs into the phone socket on your wall 
and the other plugs into the back of the MODEM. The MODEM may have (2) 
sockets, one for this Phone Cable and another to connect your phone into. 
This cable is available anywhere. 


5. A PHONE LINE. Here is the real expense for going ‘online’ for most of 
us. Many of the places we want to communicate with are long distance 
calls. Those living in cities may have access to Bulletin Boards using 
local numbers. During off hours, MCI has long distance rates of 10 cents 
a minute or $1.50 for 15 minutes. Anyone who knows of a better rate, 
please let me know. 
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An experienced ‘Online User' can do a lot in 15 minutes and it can be 
cost effective at this rate. I expect the costs to fall a great deal in 
the next few years, but at present this is where it hurts to go ‘Online’. 


6. A BULLETIN BOARD. There are many to choose from. Those of you with a 
local Bulletin Board can do your learning there to save on long distance 
calls. I will be focusing on one Bulletin Board in particular: 'QBOX-USA'. 
It is run by John Impellizzeri and Don Walterman in Utica, Michigan. It 
is a QlL-specific Bulletin Board and has much to offer us. It is a single 
user system (one user at a time) run completely on a QL and has no 
connect charge. The phone number is (810) 254-9878 and it accepts 300, 
1200 or 2400 baud MODEMs. 


My other interest is having access to the Internet which is not a single 
Bulletin Board, but a world wide message network of ‘'Online' computer 
users. As far as I can tell, the best way to access the Internet for rual 
users is through a commercial Bulletin Board like 'DELPHI' which offers 
(4) hours a month for $10. The call to them is long distance for me. 
Anyone with a better method, please contact me. 


7. A COMMUNICATIONS PROGRAM. This is the software you run on the QL to 
instruct your MODEM to send and receive information to/from the Bulletin 
Board you are connected to. There are a wide variety of these available 
and many are in the Public Domain. I will have more to say about specific 
programs next time. Remember that when you are using a MODEM, you are 
actually running (2) programs at once. The first is the Communications 
Program on your QL and the other is the program you interact with on the 
Bulletin Board you are connected to. You want the Communications Program 
on your QL to allow you to work quickly and efficiently with the Bulletin 
Board program. Beginners need simplicity here. 


These are the basic parts that are needed before you can go ‘Online’. 
Next time, I will discuss how I went about assembling them and going 
‘Online' with my QL for the first time. 


For Further reading, I recommend: 


IQLR Vol 2, No 6 - "Communications" by Dick Taylor 
IQLR Vol 3, No 6 - "Going Online" by Don Walterman 
IQLR Vol 3, No 6 — "QBOX-USA" by John Impellizzeri 


Are You a ‘QUANTA! ? 
Al Boehm 


"QUANTA', is now the Independent QL Users Group. Originally, I think 
'QUANTA' stood for "QL Users and Tinkerers Association". ‘QUANTA’ is a 
large organization, based in the UK, with over 2000 ‘members. There is a 
written Constitution, a Committee with a Chairman, three Secretaries, a 
Head Librarian, and a Software Controller. There are also quite a few 
sub-Librarians including a "C" Language Librarian. 


‘QUANTA’ has a very large Library of free-to-members QL programs, 88 
disks at last count. Some of these are written by well known expert QL 
software engineers such as Tony Tebby, Dilwyn Jones, and Simon Goodwin. 
‘QUANTA' frequently sponsors workshops in the UK and on the Continent. 
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The free Library programs include software for Computer Aided Design 
(CAD) , Communications, Data Transfer, Kermit, Education, Editors, Games, 
Graphics, Forth and "C" Languages, Mandelbrot, Math, Printer Utilities, 
Fonts, Copy Programs, Utilities, Toolkits, and much more. 


QUANTA’ is a world wide organization. Although most of its members are 
in Great Britain, we have two sub-Librarians in the US: 


Bob Dyl Paul Holmgren 
P.O. Box 3991 5231 Wilton Wood Court 
Newport, RI 02840-0987 Indianapolis, IN 46254 


There is a 'QUANTA' magazine, published every month, with a wide range of 
articles from pleas for help (How do I plug in my disk drives?) to detail- 
ed computer algorithms. (not to mention a few hearty rants & raves .. ed) 


Did you know that NESQLUG is a designated North American sub-group of 
QUANTA? I don't know how many of our our members belong to QUANTA, but it 
is certainly in our individual, as well as our group's, best interest to 
become members and actively support ‘QUANTA'. Additionally, ‘QUANTA’ is 
offering £50 ($78) to any sub-group signing up (4) new members in 1994. 


(Be sure to let us know if you become a new member ... ed) 
To join 'QUANTA', mail the annual membership dues of £17 to: 


Bill Newell (Membership Secretary) 
213 Manor Road 

Benfleet, Essex SS7 4JD 

Great Britain 


The easiest way to do this is to call Bill, at O11 44 268 754407, and use 
your Visa or Master Card. When this was written, £1 = $1.54, which means 
that $26.18 is (approx) the membership cost. Remember that the exchange 
rate does vary from day to day, and keep in mind that 10:00 PM EST = 3:00 
AM in England. Ask your Long Distance Operator for specific instructions. 


('QUANTA' members have been innovators in software and hardware since the 
QL's inception. Instead of forming small regional user groups such as we 
do in the US, a large number, and possibly all, of UK user groups are sub 
groups of ‘QUANTA’. It therefore draws on a very large body of expertise. 
Note: fellow NESQLUGer and QUANTA member, Hugh Howie, (see Miracle in 
Newport 1994) has compiled an ARCHIVE based Index of past articles 
published in the 'QUANTA' magazine, which he calls QUANDEX ... ed) 


MEETING NOTES - 9 July 1994 
Ed Kingsley 


The regularly scheduled monthly meeting was held at the home of Dorothy 
and Al Boehm in Bedford, MA. The main topic was EDITORs, (No, unfortun- 
ately not ‘the ... ed'), the Word Processor-like Text editing programs. 


We began by discovering that neither of the two 5 1/4" Disk Drives there 


were functioning properly. A bad start. Fortunately, the 3 1/2's were, 
and the meeting got underway with Al giving a demonstration of "ArcEd". 
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"ArcEd" is a medium sized program (19,468 Bytes) whose features include 
Automatic Line Number Deletion and Renumbering. This is immensely helpful 
when you are writing or editing SuperBasic Listings. The "ArcEd" Window 
size and its location are configurable and it was possible to open a 
second Window over, or alongside the existing one by multitasking a 
second version of the program. ‘Arctaurus Editor', was probably written 
for the now defunct THOR 16. It supports Macro commands and, running on 
Al's QXL, was very fast. 


Al uses "ARCed" mostly for SuperBasic programming and was therefore not 
entirely familiar with all of its Text handling features. What he did 
show us, however, impressed everyone very much. "ArcEd" came packaged 
with Al's THOR when he purchased it and he's not certain if it is still 
being sold by anyone. He thinks that he may have seen it advertised about 
a year or so ago. 


Al also demonstrated the enhanced EGA, VGA and SVGA Screen Modes recently 
made available for the 'QXL'. A disadvantage he dislikes is that, rather 
than being able to change the screen format from within QDOS, you must 
return to MS-DOS and EXecute a new Format(ing) "Task". QDOS Windows #1 & 
#2 (the red and green SuperBasic Windows) are reduced to about a quarter 
of the display area in SVGA Mode and occupy the upper left quadrant of 
the screen. This occurs because QDOS has 512 x 256 pixels while SVGA (for 
the QXL) has 800 x 600 pixels/screen. The "ArcEd" Window can be config- 
ured to fill the screen in SVGA mode and offers more rows and columns 
that can be comfortably viewed on a 14" monitor. 


Lunch. After lunch, a business meeting was heid. 


Elections were held and the following officers were chosen for the 
1994/1995 fiscal year: 


Director - Al Boehm 

Editor and Newsletter Librarian - Ed Kingsley 

Program Director -— Bill Cable 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary - Gary Norton 
Recording Secretary(s) - Eric Norton and Dorothy Boehm 


Because of ongoing problems experienced with the 5 1/4" Drive in the 
NESQLUG all purpose, Travelling Disk Drive Unit, we voted to replace it. 
If you need one too, ‘bare’ S 1/4" and 3 1/2" 720K Drives are available 
for $25, plus shipping, from: (the usual disclaimers apply) 


Computer Classics 
Route 1, Box 117 
Cabool, MO 65689 Tel (417) 469-4571 


We have extended to Fran Waterman, the heartfelt condolances of 
NESQLUG on the recent loss of her husband, Sherm Waterman, who 
died unexpectedly on the 23rd of June. Sherm was a long time 
NESQLUG member, contributer, and a good friend. All of us who 


knew him are greatly saddened by his sudden and untimely death. 
Sherm was an active participant in all NESQLUG affairs for many 
years. His warm friendship and his pervasive enthusiasm will be 
greatly missed by us all. God speed, old friend. 
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Following the business meeting, Ed Kingsley gave a demonstration, made 
somewhat brief by the lack of a working 5 1/4" drive, of the compact (8K) 
PD Editor program, 'QED', which he previously described (so well) in the 
May/June 1994 Issue. He then briefly described the Editor, "MasterSpy", 
being unable to run it for the same reasons stated above. "MasterSpy” is 
a medium size:Editor (33K) whose three main features are: 


1) It will Load virtually any File (QED is a bit picky). 

2) It is very fast, and the Cursor speed "spills" over to other programs 
being multitasked with it, in TASKMASTER anyway. (undocumented) 

3) Up to eight Windows or "Views" of the same or other Files may be open 
at one time and Text may be copied from Window to Window! 


On the deficit side, it has a rather limited command structure compared 
with some other Editors and does not offer programmable Macro commands. 


Gary Norton brought his newly received Super Gold Card and made us sit 
and watch example after painful example of how needlessly fast the thing 
is! Really Gary, who needs to "Echo" a 30 character cell in ARCHIVE, from 
Row 1 to Row 255, in less than three seconds! Or print a Listing to the 
screen so quickly that pressing <CTRL + F5> as fast as humanly possible 
stops it on the TENTH Line. Or, or... OK, it's REALLY FAST! I mean who 
cares, anyway? Darn you Gary! 


A floor motion to permanently ban Gary's Super Gold Card was narrowly 
defeated on a voice vote. My request for an immediate recount was denied. 
Sigh. Maybe if I rented out the spare bedroom for awhile ... Darn you, 
Stuart Honeyball, anyway! 


AUGUST @ THE CABLE' s -Saturday 
Ed Kingsley 


Joyce Blayho and I arrived at Mary and Bill Cable's Saturday afternoon. 
Dorothy and Al Boehm arrived a few hours later with Olivier Bouveresse, a 
French exchange student, who was staying with them for a few weeks. 


We noticed that Bill had installed several new solar panels and then we 
admired the work he'd accomplished upstairs: a wood ceiling, a wood par- 
quet floor, a ceramic tile wood furnace ‘'surround' (with mermaids) and a 
glass coffee table, cum skylight - I can't explain this, you have to see 
it - along with a stucco wall finish and four new rooms. The House has 
become an equal participant in our annual get together and has really 
taken on a life of its own. I think Bill would agree to that. Mary? 


After dining al fresco on the south ridge, we retired for an evening of 
wine and song. With Al playing bass and guitar, Bill on mandolin, Dorothy 
on keyboard, Mary on flute, Ed on guitar and mandolin and most everyone 
singing, the evening slipped away into the early morning before we could 
bring ourselves to stop. I thought the wine ran out, someone said every- 
body fell asleep (what do I know), but we all agreed, it was great fun! 


Sunday - Gary and Amy Norton arrived in the AM, and we all fell-in for 
the now traditional, and always delicious, pancake breakfast. Dorothy, 
Mary, Rigel, Amy and Olivier went to the Saint-Gaudens Museum, for an 
afternoon chamber music concert, while we QL'ers got down to business. 
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Our sincere thanks to Bill and Mary for another August meeting, (both 
meanings) well done, indeed. The rest of you NESQLUGer's and QL'ers all, 
mark this meeting on your calendars for 1995 - no excuses next time. 


MEETING NOTES - 14 August 1994 
Gary Norton 


The meeting was held at Bill Cable's house in Cornish NH, the weekend of 
August 13-14. On Sunday, the 14th, the serious QL work got under way. 


To start off the proceedings, I brought up an Archive application pro- 
blem. I use "Mailbag", an Archive based program, formerly offered by 
"EMSOFT". My copy of the program developed a bug in which, when printing 
out labels for the NESQLUG Newsletter, or printing a list for that 
matter, the output looks something like the following: 


‘print Gary Norton 
Who better to give a problem like this to than the Archive master him- 
self, Bill Cable. However, within the limited time available, Bill 
couldn't come up with the cause, "Mailbag" is a quite sophisticated 
program. Instead, Bill set up "DBEasy", a program he wrote, which is 
available from "Wood and Wind Computing", to print out the labels. The 
latest NESQLUG membership data base was then transferred from "Mailbug" 
to "DBEasy", and the labels were printed out correctly. 


The theme of the August Meeting was telecomputing. Bill hooked up to the 

"QBOX-USA”" Bulletin Board,in Michigan, using the "QLINK" terminal program 
and Al's modem. We got a good look at "QBOX" as Bill showed us around the 
Menus and lists of Messages and Files available to be read or downloaded. 


As a demonstration, Bill downloaded the "QEM" terminal program. However, 
this program was in compressed format, and in order to use it, it had to 
be un'ZIP'ed. There are several un'ZIP'ing programs available on "QBOX- 
USA", but choosing the correct one seems to be somewhat hit-or-miss. Bill 
tried one of the available ones, but without luck. With his time running 
out (you're only allowed 40 minutes on "QBOX-USA" per day), there wasn't 
time to try another. When Bill's time ran out, Ed Kingsley logged-on as a 
new user. But, shortly after he logging-on, some type of continuous loop 
developed, locking us into a screen showing only our ever longer log-on 
time. We tried again, but every command or input seemed to crawl along 
extremely slowly and we were unable to continue the "QBOX" demonstration. 


Al Boehm brought along his IBM computer with a 'QXL on Board'. Al had 
several things to demonstrate. Among these were several utilities he 


_Wrote that are activated with the SuperBasic 'DO' Command. A File that is 


executed by a 'DO' Command is written similarly to a SuperBasic program, 
but without Line Numbers. These were particularly useful to Al before 
Miracie Systems sent out the new "SBasic" for the 'QXL', because prev- 
iously he could not RUN SuperBasic programs without first compiling them. 


(See Al's article, March/April 1991, Newsletter, on 'DO' Commands ... ed) 
Al demonstrated "Page Designer III", the latest Pointer Environment 


version of "Page Designer", the well known Desktop Publisher for the QL. 
Running on the 'QXL', the demonstration was most impressive! l 
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Al also showed us a bit of "Image Processor, Version 2". This program 
creates pictures, allows editing of existing "PIC Files", and imports 
"PIC Files" from MS-DOS systems. These Files can then be incorporated 
into "Page Designer" layouts. 


THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING - 13 September 1994 


The next Regular Meeting will be held at the home of Liz and Ed Kingsley, 
16 Highland Avenue, Saugus MA, from 11 AM until 5 PM. We're two blocks 
off of Route One, 1/2 mile south of the ‘Hilltop Steakhouse' and directly 
opposite the new ‘Square One Mall’. Call for directions: (617) 233-3671. 


Topics will include Al Boehm's program 'PCLOUDS - for the QL", a Zx81 
Emulator, recent software acquisitions, a better look at the Super Gold 
Card, (I want to see how fast it runs underwater ... ed), why I have a 
drill press in the spare bedroom and other imponderables. Join us if you 
can, but not earlier than 11 AM, please, I'm not morning qualified. 


THE NEXT SPECIAL MEETING - 9 October 1994 


The next Special Meeting will be at the home of Dorothy and Al Boehm, 33 
Selfridge Road, Bedford MA, 01730, from 1 PM to 5 PM. Tel (617) 275-1097. 


The main topic will be "Fonts". What the heck are they, what do you do 
with them, and of particular interest, how do you print them out? 


THE NESQLUG NEWS 
is the Newsletter of the New England Sinclair User Group. 
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